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peaches and figs close to but slightly below the level of
the house. In keeping with the couple’s sustainable
principles, the orchard is irrigated entirely by grey water
from the house that is gravity fed through an under-
ground pipe. When it does rain, usually in the winter, it
comes down with gusto so all the gutters are strategi-
cally placed to conserve the water by channelling it into
a series of underground cisterns. All the green waste is
composted and the family also keeps a few chickens to
provide high-nitrogen manure. Towards the periphery,
Susan wanted the garden to blend with the surrounding
landscape so she planted native species of trees, such
as oaks and willows, which are tolerant of both searing
heat and bright sunlight.

This idea of the landscape being integral to the
garden is one of the fundamental differences between
British and American design, as in Britain we relinquish
our high walls, fences and hedges very reluctantly. But
a garden that is able to extend visually into the wider
view often feels much bigger and more complete and
Coyote House uses this sleight of hand to great effect,
the garden seamlessly blending with the limitless
panorama all the way to the Pacific ocean. ®
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A\ GARDEN ORIENTATION
/‘\ b South facing.
A ‘ SOIL TYPE Red clay with few
_.-’ ' naturally occurring nutrients.
' \ ] SPECIAL FEATURES The

house incorporates solar
panels and green roofs, and
the garden is irrigated with
captured rainwater and grey
water from the house.
GARDEN DESIGN Susan

Van Atta, landscape architect,
va-la.com. Ken Radtkey,
founder of Blackbird
Architects, bbird.com.
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