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FOREGROUND / PALETTE

THE VAN ATTA
SAMPLER

Van Atta uses California natives
confidently but not exclusively.
For estate gardens, she will often
place nonnative ornamental plants
near the house for formal effects and
use natives farther out on the prop-
erty, where they merge with nature.
These plants are among her favorite
California natives.

ARCTOSTAPHYLOS DENSIFLORA
'HOWARD MCMINN'":

Twisty and bronze barked, this
evergreen manzanita brings
dependability along with its

wild heritage into a civilized garden.
Mounding, from 5 to 6 feet tall

and wide, with small pink

flowers in winter,

Landscape uses: informal masses
or soft foundation planting. Or
create a flowering woodland garden
by combining with Ceanothus 'Ray
Hartman,' 'Canyon Snow' iris, or
wild ginger (Asarum caudatum).

DUDLEYA PULVERULENTA

(CHALK DUDLEYA):

A coastal succulent native to
precarious places where

no plant should grow.

Less than a foot tall, with

striking chalky rosettes.
Landscape uses: singly in
containers, in crevices between
rocks, or as an edging to a border.

FRAGARIA SPP. (STRAWBERRIES):
Van Atta likes Fragaria vesca
(shown) for its abundance of tiny
flowers and miniature berries,
She also uses the native beach
strawberry (Fragaria chiloensis)
Landscape uses: fast-spreading
ground cover in dry shade under
oaks orin full sun near the coast.
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HEUCHERA 'SANTA ANA CARDINAL:
"This week's favorite plant” is what
Van Atta calls this native hybrid
introduced by Rancho Santa Ana
Botanic Garden and
now widely available
(sold by Monrovia
nursery, among
others). She recently
planted B0 at her own
home, It's an evergreen
perennial, 2 to 4 feet
tall, with "clouds of
brilliant red flowers."”
Landscape uses: in
drifts for waves of
color or mixed into
shady borders

IRIS DOUGLASIANA 'CANYON SNOW":
One of the winners developed at
Santa Barbara Baotanic Garden
Easy to grow, evergreen, up to

3 feet tall, with sturdy bright

green foliage and pure white
flowers in early spring.

Landscape uses: brightening

a shady woodland garden or
edging a pond or path.

OF 6,000 CALIFORNIA
NATIVES, VAN ATTA HAS
ABOUT 12 DOZEN FAVORITES.

RIBES AUREUMVAR. GRACILLIMUM
(GOLDEN CURRANT):

Tasty yellow-to-black currants
follow bright yellow flowers in
spring. Native from sea level

to nearly 10,000 feet.

Deciduous, thicket-forming

shrub, 5 to 10 feet tall.

Landscape uses: background
shrub or in the shade of oaks.

VERBENA LILACINA 'DE LA MINA":
One of Van Atta's new favorites—
"It blooms all the time but doesn’t
look like the drought-resistant plant
that it is."” From Baja, California;
mounding, spreading evergreen,
up to 2 feet high, 2 to 3 feet wide
with small, fragrant purple flowers.
Landscape uses: in masses

or containers or in a mixed

flower border.
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